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A BRIEF REPORT OF THE MOSCOW EXPERIMENTAL 

SCHOOL 



N. KICITCHKO 



A few of us who are interested in the newest methods of 
teaching determined to open a small experimental school, where 
we could put these methods to the test, and watch their effect 
upon the children's development. We also wished to prove to 
teachers that' the new methods could be gradually ingrafted on 
the old school system, without entirely supplanting the latter. 
Moreover, we wished to show that special training for the teach- 
ers was not indispensable. This is an important point, because 
nowhere in Russia is special training for the new teaching obtain- 
able. Therefore we were obliged to follow the usual program 
of the primary school, changing only the method of teaching. 
Our teachers had the same training as those of the usual public 
primary schools. There was among us a former teacher from 
one of these schools, who undertook the teaching in our school. 

As we wished the school to be within reach of all, we fixed 
the school fee at 3 rubles yearly. 

The principles of the school. — Our school is based on the 
following principles : the development of individuality, independ- 
ence of character, and observation in the child, and the avoidance 
from the first of all mechanical routine. For developing the 
critical faculties of the children we depend largely upon frank 
criticism of the work of the class. Education by observation 
must be based on teaching the children to express their thoughts 
and impressions by manual work. Full scope must be given to 
their imagination and creative power. 

The program is as follows : Scripture history, which is 
obligatory in all Russian schools, Russian, arithmetic, nature- 
study, manual work, and drawing. We do not use exclusively 
the phonetic method in teaching Russian, as phonetics make but 
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slight impression on the memory, and our first object is to catch 
the eye and memory of the children. We have therefore pre- 
pared a special primer for use in our school. In teaching arith- 
metic we make a point of convincing the children of the value 
of counting in their own everyday lives. Then we gradually 
carry them on to more abstract calculations. We take care that 
they shall see each new problem worked out before them. In 
teaching nature-study to the youngest class we convey no new 
knowledge to the children, but make it our aim to adjust the 
impressions already gathered by them from familiar objects. 
Therefore we do not make nature-study a separate branch of 
instruction. Neither are manual work and drawing distinct 
branches; they form a necessary integral part of the study of 
Russian, arithmetic, and nature-study. Manual work and draw- 
ing are the means the children have of expressing their thoughts 
and fancies — their language, in fact. There are no special draw- 
ing-lessons, drawing serving simply as a means of illustrating the 
other subjects. Free play is given to the children's creative 
power. The teacher does not correct the drawings, but these are 
criticized by the whole class, and the ones which are approved are 
exhibited. This criticizing proves most useful. 

The idea of the school. — The fundamental idea of the school 
is that reliance should be placed on the children themselves. It 
is they who have to keep the place in order; and discipline is 
maintained by the keen interest the children take in their lessons. 
The result of the children's criticizing each piece of work pro- 
duced is that they all participate in it, and so learn to estimate 
the capacity of each child, and to be indulgent toward the less 
capable. The general interest thus awakened in the work makes 
for thoroughness, accord, and independence of character. Offend- 
ers are tried by their companions, to whose decision they have 
to submit. Thus the teacher is relieved from maintaining disci- 
pline, having rather to act as defender of the culprit, as his 
schoolmates are inclined to pass very severe sentences. Conse- 
quently the relations between teacher and pupils are most friendly, 
and the children love their school. This shows beyond all doubt 
that we are on the right track. 
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The whole school (25 children — boys and girls) is in the 
hands of a single teacher; the rest of us help her by criticisms, 
and aid in working out programs and methods. 

Our experimental school has proved that it is possible to in- 
troduce drawing and manual work into elementary schools, and 
get the child to express in drawing what he sees and understands. 
In giving full liberty to the child's faculty of criticism we develop 
his independence of thought and individuality in work. 



